Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 04 MAY 2006 


Message Text 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 IIDDA 01807 110924Z 

12 

ACTION NEA- 10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO SS-15 NSC-05 A-01 SSO-OO NSCE-00 CPR-01 

/033 W 

086302 

R 1 10900Z MAR 76 
FM AMEMBASSY JIDDA 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 4005 


LIMITED OFFICIAL USE JIDDA 1807 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PFOR, SA, US 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED MESSAGE FROM VICE PRESIDENT DURING MARCH 
23 OVERFLIGHT OF SAUDI ARABIA 

1 . A MESSAGE FROM 89 MAW ADNREWS AIR FORCE BASE (DTG 092229Z 
MAR 76) INFORMS US THAT VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLER WILL 
OVERFLY SAUDI ARABIA MARCH 23 EN ROUTE TO IRAN. ONE OF THE 
MORE PERSISTENT CUSTOMS IN THE ARAB WORLD APPEARS TO BE THE 
SENDING OF MESSAGES BY IMPORTANT PERSONAGES AS THEY OVERFLY 
FRIENDLY COUNTRIES. WE THINK IT WOULD BE MUCH APPRECIATED 

IF VICE PRESIDENT ROCKEFELLOR WERE TO PASS A BRIEF MESSAGE 
TO KING KHALID AND CROWN PRINCE FAHD AT THE TIME THAT 
HIS AIRCRAFT OVERLIES THE KINGDOM. 

NEXT PARA CONTAINS TEXT OF PROPOSED MESSAGE. 

2. BEGIN PROPOSED TEXT: YOUR MAJESTY: ALMOST EXACTLY ONE 

YEAR AGO I HAD THE SAD DUTY OF VISITING SAUDI ARABIA TO REPRESENT 
THE PRESIDENT AND PEOPLE OF THE UNITED STATES AT THE TIME OF 
THE DEATH OF HIS LATE MAJESTY KING FAISAL. AS I AGAIN FLY OVER THE 
KINGDOM OF SAUDI ARABIA I WISH TO CONVEY TO YOUR MAJESTY 
AND THE PEOPLE OF SAUDI ARABIA BEST WISHES FOR 

PEACE AND PROSPERITY FROM PRESIDENT GERALD R. FORD AND THE PEOPLE 
OF THE UNITED STATES. IT IS A PLEASURE ALSO FOR 
ME TO EXTEND MY PERSONAL BEST WISHES TO HIS ROYAL 
HIGHNESS CROWN PRINCE FAHD BIN ABDUL AZIZ. 
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